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neighborhoods
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As a 300-year-old city, Albuguerque has had plenty of time to develop
neighborhoods with distinctive personalities. Here are four of the most
eclectic. All are within a short drive, and the city's Rapid Ride bus makes
convenient stops in each one.

HISTORIC OLD TOWN DOWNTOWN

Bustling Old Town has been the city's central gathering place since its found- Downtown Albuguerque, bisected by
ing in 1706. San Felipe de Neri Church is the focal point of the plaza, which is lined Central Avenue (old Route 66), is packed
with shops, art galleries and restaurants. From late spring through early fall, the Old with activity, yet compact enough to get
Town-New Fun program brings even more energy to the neighborhood with music, around on foot. The Convention Center,
readings and live performances. During the winter holidays, luminarias and the city's restaurants, clubs, movies, galleries and
official Christmas tree light up the night. Gold Avenue shopping are walkable.
Central Avenue offers quirky reminders
of Route 66, which ushered in the era of
tourism and commerce. Browse jewelry
shops and art galleries and don't miss
the stunning Pueblo Deco architecture

Shopping is a big draw in Old Town. You can find anything from postcards to paint-
ings, baskets to blankets, and souvenirs to sculptures. Shop owners and employees
are friendly and eager to help. Explore beyond the main plaza and discover side
streets and patios with artist-owned galleries, boutiques, antiques, outdoor cafés
and other attractions. Learn the difference between natural and stabilized turquoise
at the Turquoise Museum, and see the world's largest collection of the classic icons

of the desert at the American International Rattlesnake Museum. The city's art,
science, history and children's museums are

within walking distance of the Old Town Plaza

on Mountain Road.
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of the historic KiMo Theatre, now a performing arts center. The 64-acre Rio Grande
Zoo with 250 animal species is a short drive away on 10th Street.

The East Downtown area (known as EDo) is being revitalized by renovations and
new developments, including urban-style loft space. This trendy district also features
shops and restaurants that are small in size but rich in character.

Downtown is also the city’s transportation hub — the New Mexico Rail Runner
Express recently began offering service from downtown Albuquerque to Santa Fe.

HISTORIC NOB HILL

From downtown, the Central Avenue/Route 66 corridor continues east to Nob Hill
after passing by the University of New Mexico campus and the Maxwell Museum of
Anthropology, which exhibits world cultures with a focus on the Southwest. A mix
of avant-garde boutiques, art galleries, quaint sidewalk cafés, trendy restaurants and
novelty shops line the avenue, all in classic remodeled Route 66 storefronts. Retro
diners along the strip serve up some of the best burgers and shakes in town, and
after sunset, nightlife abounds. Albuguerque's first shopping plaza, the Art Deco/
Territorial-style Nob Hill Business Center, opened in the 1940s with 22 businesses.
Today, the horseshoe-shaped complex houses galleries, an antiques shop and gour-
met dining — one of many signs that Route 66 is
now the vanguard of the city's hip scene.
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Emerging Uptown, the city's newest
up-and-coming hotspot, offers a look
into the future of integrated living. An-
chored by hotels, Coronado Center and
the upscale retail center ABQ Uptown,
this progressive neighborhood is made
up of multi-dimensional complexes that
combine living, working and recre-
ation. ABQ Uptown features fashion
boutiques, home furnishings, gourmet
restaurants and specialty shops. Coro-
nado Center, the state's largest mall,
is a staple shopping area with more
than 150 brand-name retail stores. In
addition to modern shopping, Uptown
also features EXPO New Mexico: Home
of the State Fair, which hosts arts and
craft shows, concerts, horse shows and
sporting events. |l
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